2O4                            From Bcreydah                     [CHAP, vn

the Na'ib, who with looks of unutterable tenderness was making
the handsomest offers to his future bride. These she received
with becoming bashfulness, and for half a.n hour of the way
bantered her enamoured Strephon to her heart's content; till
on our making a brief halt for breakfast at the verge of the
town-gardens, she pretended to recollect I know not what valu-
able left behind at the Solibah carnp, and went back with her
kinsman to fetch it, after giving a woman's promise of a speedy
return. The deluded swain tamed in hope, and made us all
tarry in impatience for nearly two hours; but neither bride nor
bridesman reappeared, and the Na'ib had to console himself
with the thought of the half-dozen spouses (I had it from him-
self) who awaited him on his return home to Meshid 'Alee, as
he slowly and sadly remounted his dromedary, and added
another chapter to the long collection of anecdotes which, like
most bad men, he loved to recount about the deceitfulness of
the fair sex.

We had now passed the whole length of the town, several
streets of which had been lately swept away by the winter
torrents that pour at times their short-lived fury down this
valley. Before us to the south-east stretched the long hollow;
on our right was the Nefood, on our left Djebel Toweyk and
the province of Sedeyr. The mountain air blew cool, and
this day's journey was a far pleasanter one than its prede-
cessor. We continued our march down the valley till the after-
noon, when we saw in front a remarkable promontory or
" Khosheym," literally, "a little nose," the generic name here
for all jutting crags, starting out abruptly from the mountain
level into the gully beneath, which here divides. We followed
neither branch, but turned aside into a narrow gorge running
up at a sharp angle to the north-east, and thus entered between
the heights of Djebel Toweyk itself.

This mountain essentially constitutes Nejed. It is a wide
and flat chain, or rather plateau, whose general form is that of
a huge crescent. If I may be permitted here to give my rough
guess regarding the elevation of the main plateau, a guess
grounded partly on the vegetation, climate, and similar local
features, partly on an approximate estimate of the ascent itself,
and of the subsequent descent on the other or sea side, I should
say that it varies from a height of one to two thousand feet